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STATUS: ISC MISSION

V Compilation of the definitive summary of the world 

seismicity, the longest continuous & uniform set of 

bulletin data

V Running the International Seismic Station Registry 
(with WDC for Seismology, Denver, NEIS)

V Collection of Ground Truth (GT) events (with IASPEI)
The ISC history goes back 

to John Milne and Harold 

Jeffreys

1964-2008
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STATUS: ISC DATA COLLECTION

V Thanks to its international & 

non-governmental status, 

the ISC is able to collect 

information from a large 

number of institutions 

worldwide.

V The ISC data collection 

includes important data sets 

like ISS, EHB, IASPEI GT, 

US Array. 

V The ISC is the only source 

of IDC REB for academic 

institutions.

V The ISC data are free and 

open to everyone.

~120 agencies contribute bulletin data to the ISC; 

~55 of them support the ISC financially
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STATUS: INTL SEISMOGRAPHIC STATION REGISTRY(IR)

Using the ISC web-site one can submit 

information to register a new station as 

well as search and obtain information 

about already registered stations.16,583 stations, open or closed, are currently registered 

in the IR. Recently ~4500 of those report seismic arrival 

data to the ISC each year . The most recent 

development is the registration of ~1600 US Array 

stations.

In conjunction with World Data Center for 

Seismology (Denver, US), the ISC is 

responsible for running the International 

Seismographic Station Registry (IR).
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STATUS: TIMELINES

As the number of seismic networks was 

growing over the years, the ISC was collecting 

progressively larger number of seismic events 

each year. Only those larger than M>3.5 are 

reviewed by the ISC seismologists.

Progressively larger number of seismic arrivals 

is collected and included into the ISC Bulletin. 
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STATUS: IDC, NEIC & ISCBulletins
The ISC Bulletin appears to be the most 

complete among other comparable 

global seismic event bulletins produced 

by the NEIC (USGS) and IDC (CTBTO). 

This is owing to the fact that ISC awaits 

until all available reviewed bulletin data 

have been submitted by local operators.

The NEIC Bulletin is produced 

reasonably close to real time and 

therefore a balance between the speed 

and completeness of its data is 

observed.

The IDC bulletin data are based on a 

rather limited set of certified IMS seismic 

stations and arrays. This manifests itself 

in comparatively lower accuracy of 

locations as a payout for the speed of 

production and completeness.
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STATUS: EHB

EHB (E.R. Engdahl, R.D. van der Hilst, R. Buland ,1998) catalogue contains a set of most accurate seismic event 

locations often used  in academic research. This catalogue originates from the ISC data collection 

and represents just 10% of all ISC events where a recording network satisfies specific criteria to 

warrant more confident location.

The EHB catalogue is part of the ISC data collection and is planned to be updated regularly.
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STATUS: ISS data (1960-1963)
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Thanks to the continuing work of Antonio 
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to introduce in its database station arrival 

picks for  ISS events in 1960-1963.


